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Six Days Shall Work Be Done
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The Chofetz Chaim, zt”l

When the Chafetz Chaim was in the Russian city of Czernikov, he heard that a certain Jewish-owned factory stayed open on Shabbos. The Chofetz Chaim visited the owner and spoke to him at length pleading with him to put an end to his Shabbos desecration, but the man wouldn’t budge.


I earn 4,000 rubles a day,” he said. “Do you expect me to lose that much money every week?


Listen to me,” replied the Chafetz Chaim. “The Torah tells us ‘Six days work shall be done, and on the seventh day there shall be holiness for you, a Shabbos of resting for G-d.’(Shemos 35:2) 


The purpose of this verse is to forbid Shabbos desecration, so why, then, does the Torah tell us to work on the other six days? Obviously, the Torah is making a direct connection. If you observe Shabbos, you will be able to work the other six days – otherwise, you will not.”


The man laughed scornfully. “Do you expect a verse in the Torah to bring my factory to a stop?” he bellowed.


The Chafetz Chaim saw he could not get anywhere with the man, and with great sadness, he left. 


A short while later, the Bolshevik Revolution swept over Russia. The factory was confiscated by the government, and the Jewish owner just barely managed to escape with his life. He was left completely destitute.


Belatedly coming to his senses, he wrote to the Chafetz Chaim, “Now I see that your words were true. A verse in the Torah could indeed bring my factory to a stop!” (Story from the Talelei Oros)

Comment: Shabbos isn’t just a break from work. Anyone who works on Shabbos will lose that which he has earned on that day, if not everything. To make Shabbos even holier, we should “watch” and “guard” ourselves from speaking about business matters on the Holy Day.

Reprinted from the Parshas Vayakhel-Pekudei 5777 email of Torah Sweet’s Weekly, edited by Reb Mendel Berlin.
Perfect Timing

By Rabbi David Ashear


Many of the stories found in Tanach teach us how Hashem runs the world and deals with us. The Megillat Esther says that Haman built a gallows to hang Mordechai on. That same night, King Achashverosh couldn't sleep and asked for the book of chronicles to be opened. It was opened to the exact page describing how, years before, Mordechai had saved his life.


The very next morning Haman came to the palace to seek permission to hang Mordechai, and before he even got a chance to speak, Achashverosh ordered him to ride Mordechai around the city on the king's horse, wearing clothing of the king, proclaiming, "So shall be done to the man the king wishes to honor." The timing of the events was so precise. Right when Haman wanted to harm Mordechai is when Hashem caused Achashverosh to favor him.


Hashem has the entire world running with the same precision. There are trillions of events happening on a daily basis, across the globe, and Hashem has each one of them timed to perfection. We often hear people saying, "If I would have walked in one second later, or a second earlier, I would have missed it." That was Hashem setting it up, so that you wouldn't miss it.


My relative recently told me that she had a very busy day scheduled with much Chesed work. Many things would have to work out perfectly for her to accomplish everything. One of the things she had to do was pick up a vacuum cleaner from a repair shop for her father. As she was getting ready to pay with her credit card, the repairman apologized and said that he only accepts cash. 


She didn't have any cash, and going to search for an ATM would have made her miss her next Chesed opportunity and throw off her whole schedule. She walked outside the store, hoping that somehow Hashem would help her. At that exact moment, her daughter-in-law happened to be driving on that street. She called out to her to pull over and asked if she had any cash. 


She exclaimed, "Wow! I'm just now coming from the bank," and proceeded to give her the exact amount she needed. My relative said, "The timing was amazing. The exact second I walked outside the store in need of Hashem's help, there was someone driving by to help me."


A young rabbi told me that he was in Israel being interviewed for a job as a Rebbe in a Yeshiva. During the interview, he and the Rosh Yeshiva went outside for a walk. One of the questions the Rosh Yeshiva asked him was, "Are you able to connect to the students? That's very important to us here." 


The very second the question was asked, a car pulled to a stop in front of them. A young man jumped out and ran to the rabbi and gave him a hug, saying, "I miss you so much. How have you been?"


A few years earlier, the rabbi had been asked to learn with this boy to give him Chizuk and help him become religious. They learnt for a few weeks, and then the boy went back to America. He hadn't seen this boy in three years. At the very second the Rosh Yeshiva asked him about his ability to connect with the students, that boy showed up. The Rosh Yeshiva was very impressed and offered him the job.


A man told me that some years back, he we was driving and listening to a Torah class. The speaker was talking about the idea that a Jew is never lost. No matter where he is, Hashem put him there for a reason. Even if he makes a wrong turn, it was calculated by Hashem.


A few seconds later, Heaven forbid, a truck hit his car. He was badly bruised and hospitalized for a few days. He underwent surgery, and Baruch Hashem, everything returned to normal. He said, "The entire time, I had so much Chizuk, because Hashem gave me the exact message I needed to hear at the exact time I needed to hear it: 'There is no such thing as a wrong turn. Everything is calculated.' I knew Hashem was with me."


Another man said that he was having financial trouble and went to ask a relative for a loan. He felt bad about having to ask for money, but right after he received the loan, he got into his car and put on a CD that he had picked up in Shul.


The rabbi happened to be talking about taking loans, even though that was not the topic of the class. He quoted from the Pele Yoetz, who says that one shouldn't feel bad about accepting a loan. In fact, he should seize the opportunity, because paying back a loan is a Mitzva. He should look at it as an opportunity from Hashem to fulfill a Mitzva that not everyone gets to do. The man was dumbfounded at the timing of hearing that message.


Hashem is always in full control. He has everything timed perfectly. Although we may not realize it, we are recipients of Hashem's Hashgacha Peratit every second of our day.

Reprinted from the March 22, 2017 email of Daily Emunah.

Love of the Land
The Tombs of the Sanhedrin


It was recently announced that the Jerusalem Municipality is undertaking a major project of renovating the Tombs of the sanhedrin. The tombs which tradition claims are the burial sites of the members of the [religious] high court of Eretz Yisrael are located near the Sanhedria neighborhood in Jerusalem. 

The seat of the Sanhedrin was originally within the Beit Hamikdash, but with the approach of the destruction of the Temple by the Romans it moved to a number of other locations. it finally ended up in Tiveriah where it will eventually be restored.

Selections from classical Torah sources which express the special relationship between the People of Israel and Eretz Yisrael. Reprinted from the Parashat Vayakhel-Pekudei 5777 email of OHRNET, the Ohr Somayach Torah Magazine on the Internet

Why Reb Yechezkel Levenstein was so Happy

Rav Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman zt'l invited Reb Yechezkel Levenstein zt’l to be the mashgiach of Yeshivas Ponevezh. Reb Yechezkel Levenstein was happy with the offer, because previously, as mashgiach of Yeshivas Mir (Poland), his parnassah was very meager, and usually came late. He figured that Rav Kahaneman, who had connections with wealthy donors, will pay him on time. 

Once, Reb Shalom Shwadron zt'l found Reb Yechezkel Levenstein extremely happy. Reb Shalom asked him, "Why are you so happy?" 

Reb Yechezkel replied, "When I began working for Rav Kahaneman, I had only one concern. When I was mashgiach in Mir, I had to work on my bitachon (trust in Hashem) constantly. I was afraid that as mashgiach of Ponevezh, I wouldn’t need to develop my bitachon anymore. 
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Rabbi Yechezkel Levenstein Rav Yosef S. Kahaneman  Rabbi Shalom Shwadron


But even now, as the mashgiach of Ponevezh, the money comes in late, and I don’t have enough money. I am forced to focus on bitachon once again, and that's the reason I’m so happy." 

A wealthy man from Galicia once lent a large sum of money to a pauper, but when the time for payment arrived, the poor man wasn't able to pay back the loan. The wealthy man wouldn’t forgive him. Although the Torah says כנושה לו תהיה אל ,when someone isn't able to pay back a debt, you shouldn’t pressure him, this wealthy man kept demanding his money. The poor man felt that he has no other choice; he absconded to a different city.


The wealthy man found out where he was, and followed him there. The poor man went to a third city and then a fourth, but the wealthy man was always at his heels, following him, and making his life miserable. The poor man arrived in Belz. He thought that he would have respite, but he met the wealthy man there too. 

The poor man told Rebbe Aharon of Belz zt'l about his plight and Rebbe Aharon summoned the wealthy man. The Rebbe said, "Why are you giving this pauper such a hard time? You know that he doesn’t have money to pay back the loan…" 


Rebbe Aharon of Belz


"Yes, but he owes me the money." 

The Belzer Rebbe told him, "If you lose the money through one venue, you don’t need to worry, because you will always get the money back some other way. You will always have what's destined for you." 

The wealthy man said, "If you will guarantee me that I will get the money back, I will let go of the debt." 

The Belzer Rebbe repeated his words, "If you forgive him, you will not lose out. You will get the money a different way." 

The wealthy man immediately forgave the pauper, and now that he has no purpose remaining in Belz, he took the next train back to his hometown. Right before boarding the train, he bought a lottery ticket and won exactly the amount of money that the poor man owed him. (Heard from Reb Shalom Brander zt'l.) 
Reprinted from Parshas Vayakhel-Pekudei 5777 email of Torah Wellsprings: Collected Thoughts from Rabbi Elimelech Biderman as compiled by Rabbi Boruch Twersky.

The Steipler Gaon’s

Mussar to His Grandchild
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The Steipler Gaon zt'l was once fixing something in his home. His grandson said, "Let me do it." 

The Steipler replied, "No. You’re learning now, and you should continue to learn. I'll take care of it." 

"But zeideh," the grandson pleaded, "You were also learning Torah. So why should you do it and not me?" 
QThe Steipler replied, "As I am fixing this thing, I am also thinking Torah. So it isn't bitul Torah for me. But I am afraid that if you do it, you will take your mind off your studies, and it will be bitul Torah for you. Therefore, I want to do it…"
Reprinted from Parshas Vayakhel-Pekudei 5777 email of Torah Wellsprings: Collected Thoughts from Rabbi Elimelech Biderman as compiled by Rabbi Boruch Twersky.

Rabbi Avigdor Miller Reflects On a Cup of Water

מזמור שיר ליום השבת, טוב להודות לה'...
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Are you thirsty for a cup of water? Wait - read this first, and you will recite the Bracha like you have never done before...

Rabbi Avigdor Miller writes, "When the conscientious Jew takes a glassful of water in his right hand and expresses his gratitude to the Creator, he considers the marvel whereby two gases, neither of which can quench his thirst, are united into a clear and sparkling liquid which pours down his throat in a life-giving stream. No liquid in the world can take the place of water for relief of thirst. 


“This fluid is the most potent of all elixirs, although its availability and its inexpensiveness cause it to be overlooked. It is the universal solvent. It is the vehicle of digestion, of blood circulation... If water could be obtained only from the pharmacist, it would be the most costly of liquors, both for its vital properties and for its enjoyment." (Rejoice O Youth)
Reprinted from the Parshas Vayakhel-Pekudei 5777 email of Hilchos Shabbos.
At Attention
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When R’ Moshe Feinstein davened Shemoneh Esrei, he always did so without moving a muscle, standing perfectly still except when it was time to bow down. 


Once, R’ Moshe was asked the reason for this. He explained: “The Communists in Russia once brought me in for an interrogation. They forced me to stand without moving, like a soldier on duty. I had never felt myself so humiliated. 
“From then on, I decided to direct this humility toward the true Ruler of the world by standing the same way whenever I daven Shemoneh Esrei.” (Stories My Grandfather Told Me, Vol. 4)

Reprinted from the Parshas Ki Sisa 5777 email of The Weekly Vort.

L’Maaseh 

On the Drive Back

From Montreal


There are many stories of Hashgachah Pratis, with how we see Hashem’s hand in Shidduchim. Once, an older Bachur was traveling with his parents from New York to Montreal for a Shidduch. His mother had high hopes and thought that this would finally be the one, but the Shidduch was not meant to be. 

As they were traveling back home, the boy’s parents were dejected, but the Bachur was full of enthusiasm. He kept trying to cheer up his parents and he said that he was certain that Hashem would still help him. He spoke about Emunah and Bitachon the entire ride back to New York, to encourage his parents. 

A few days later, they received a phone call from a Shadchan. The Shadchan told them that the man who drove them to Montreal and back in his car was very impressed by this young man, and with his strong Emunah and Divrei Torah. 
Throughout the ride back, the driver kept thinking to himself, “I would love for this boy to be my son-in-law. He is perfect for my daughter!” And indeed, the Shidduch was arranged, and the two soon became Chosson and Kallah! (Torah Wellsprings)
Reprinted from the Parshas Vayakhel-Pekudei 5777 email of Torah U’Tefilah: A Collection of Inspiring Insights compiled by Rabbi Yehuda Winzelberg.

The Alshich Hakodesh and

The Simple Brickmaker
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The grave of the Alshich Hakodesh in Safat


Once, the Alshich Hakodesh (Rabbi Moshe Alshich, 1508-1598) gave a Shiur about Bitachon, trust in Hashem, and that Hashem takes care of everyone, despite the amount of effort he puts in. In attendance at the Shiur was a man whose profession was to form clay into bricks, and cart them off to sell at various locations. 


After hearing the words of the Alshich he said to himself, “Am I crazy? If all my efforts are for nothing and in fact may be inappropriate, why do I work so hard? Since all the work I do is only for sustenance that Hashem is providing for me, and it was decreed for me by Heaven, why must I toil so much and tire myself forming clay and carrying bricks? Is not all my work for nothing? If I have Bitachon in Hashem, then without a doubt Hashem will send Parnasah to me automatically, even if I don’t work!” 


So he sat down next to his stove, and started saying Tehilim. When his wife and children saw what he was doing, his wife demanded that he take his cart and get back to work. However, he rebuked them and said, “Chas V’Shalom! I heard directly from the Alshich that if a person trusts Hashem, his Parnasah will come to him even without putting in any effort. You too, my children, should follow my example, and our Parnasah will come to us automatically!” and he continued to say Tehilim. 


The man eventually sold his cart and donkey to a non-Jew. One day, while this non-Jew was out with the donkey and cart digging clay near a mountain, he found a buried treasure. He filled the treasure up in sacks and placed them on the cart. 


Suddenly, as he was about to leave, a large rock fell off the top of the mountainside, struck him, and killed him. The donkey started walking away, and out of habit, returned to its original owner, pulling the cart filled with gold and jewels! 


When the man and his family saw the riches, his children admitted that their salvation came through their father’s Bitachon! When this story became known to the Alshich, his students asked him, “We have studied under you for a long time and have worked hard to achieve Bitachon, yet, we have not been successful. This man, however, has heard you give a Shiur only once, sat down by his stove, and got a treasure! Why is it that we haven’t gotten rich also?” 


The Alshich responded, “I will give you an analogy. There is a difference between pounding a peg into hard ground, where the peg will stand firm, and driving a peg into loose, crumbling soil, in which the peg will shake and will not stand firm. What that man heard from me he took as a solid fact, without any doubts or anxiety. 


However, that is not so with you. Since you have to consider what I teach whether it is true or not, you are like the loose soil, and your Bitachon is flimsy. You must pound the peg so deeply down into the ground that it reaches a bedrock that cannot be weakened by doubt. Only then will the peg stand firm!” (Madreigas HaAdam, Darchei HaBitachon 5)
Reprinted from the Parshas Vayakhel-Pekudei 5777 email of Torah U’Tefilah: A Collection of Inspiring Insights compiled by Rabbi Yehuda Winzelberg.

Elevate Yourself

By Rabbi Sholom Avtzon
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The fifth rebbe of the Chabad-Lubavitch dynasty, Rabbi Sholom Dovber, the “Rebbe Rashab,” (left) and Reb Mendel Futerfas (right)

The fifth rebbe of Chabad-Lubavitch, Rabbi Sholom DovBer Schneersohn, known by the acronym “Rashab,” was born in the town of Lubavitch, in White Russia, on the 20th of the Jewish month of Cheshvan in 1860 (5621 since creation). 


Rabbi Sholom DovBer was the third child (and second son) of Rabbi Shmuel of Lubavitch, the fourth Chabad rebbe (known as the “Maharash”), and his illustrious wife, Rebbetzin Rivkah. 


At the young age of twelve, Rabbi Sholom DovBer began transcribing 


This coming week is Beis Nissan, the yahrzeit of the Rebbe Rashab, so we present this story that transpired in his youth.


When he was a young boy he often played with his older brother, Reb Schneur Zalman  Aharon, commonly referred to as the RaZA. Once during their playful activities, his older brother convinced him to climb into a pit. Thinking that it was part of the game and fun, he dutifully did so thinking that momentarily he would be helped out.


However, to his anguish, his older brother moved a short distance away from the pit and stood there happily. Unable to contain his hurt feelings of  being stuck in the pit, the Rashab began to cry. Hearing the cry, the RaZA immediately pulled him up, out of the pit.


However, their father the Rebbe Maharash also heard the cry and asked the Rashab, why he was crying?


The Rashab tearfully replied, my older brother Zalman Aharon placed me in a pit and left me there for a while.


The Rebbe Maharash then called over the RaZA and asked him, why he did this?


The RaZA replied, “This was appropriate for me and befitting him. I am the older brother, and an older brother should be taller than his younger brother. By placing him in the pit, he is no longer taller than me. Now it is the way it should be, the older brother is more important.”


The Rebbe Maharash replied, “If you truly desire to be higher than your brother, there is a better way to do it. Instead of putting your brother down by placing him in a low place, you should have taken a stone or a chair and stand on top of it. By elevating yourself, you don’t have to denigrate or belittle the other, in order to be bigger than he.  (Taken from Reb Mendel Futerfas pp. 219-220)

Reprinted from an email received on March 24, 2017. Rabbi Avtzon is a veteran mechanech in the United Lubavitch Yeshiva Ocean Parkway and the author of numerous books. He is available to farbreng in your community and can be reached at avtzonbooks@gmail.com 
A Thought that Counts for Parshat Vayikra

If any person sin through ignorance against any of the commandments of G-d...and do any of them (Lev. 4:2)


There are times when even a mitzva can be considered a transgression. If a person fulfills a commandment of G-d, with full knowledge that he is doing a mitzva, yet he thinks he is doing a great favor to G-d by his compliance--this attitude is in itself sinful. (Kedushat Levi)
Reprinted from Issue #207 of L’Chaim Weekly (Parshat Vayikra 5752/1992)

Rabbi Uri Zohar’s Last Joke Upon Becoming Religious
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Rabbi Uri Zohar after and before he became a Torah observant Jew


When Rabbi Uri Zohar decided to leave behind his previous life of glamour and stardom to become Torah observant, his non-religious friends asked the noted comedian if he could tell them one last joke. 

He replied by telling them the following [1]: One day a secular Israeli police officer noticed a religious yeshiva student driving a motorcycle. The officer drove his car behind him looking for a pretense to issue the driver a ticket. 

To his chagrin, the driver stopped at every stop sign, adhered to the speed limit, and drove courteously. After a half-hour, the cop gave up. 

He pulled him over and said to him, “I don’t get it. I couldn’t catch you doing anything wrong!” 

The yeshiva boy replied curtly, “That’s because G-d is with me.” The cop jumped up, “Aha! I’m going to give you a ticket. You have two on a motorcycle!”
Reprinted from the Parshas Vayakhel-Pekudei 5777 edition of Chazak Weekly
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